Previous studies on language maintenance emphasized institutional support such as education, and its importance is clear in this study. However, institutional support since the 1980s in Nova Scotia seems to be belated in rural and remote areas. On the other hand, the social characteristics of the francophones in the Halifax region make institutional support effective. Beaujot , 1979 , 1982 Lachapelle and Henripin, 1982; Cartwright, 1988; Langlois, 1993; de Vries, 1994 Langlois, 1993 1961 1986 Gilbert and Marshall Census of Canada 1951 Canada , 1961 Canada , 1971 Canada , 1981 Canada , 1986 Canada , 1991 Canada , 1996 Canada , 2001 1982 Table 2 Overview of survey cases. 
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